THE   RISE   OF   ITALIAN   FASCISM
whose sense of solidarity was tremendous, gave with inex-
haustible generosity. But the increasing numbers who
never stopped arriving rendered the sums collected more
and more inadequate, and these men torn from their jobs
and families led a precarious, and worse, a pointless existence.
For the fascist a change of town meant a new arena for his
exploits, whereas the socialist felt himself uprooted, and was
lost to the movement, even if his energy was unimpaired.
For the fascists diffusion made for wider and more effective
action, for the socialists, constraint and feebleness.
The fascists could, with impunity, even persecute and
expel public officials who would not place themselves at
their disposal or who resisted their will. Captain Jurgens,
who with a dozen men had defied 500 fascists outside the
station at Sarzana,1 was hunted like a c bolshevist3 from
town to town. He was recognized in Spezia, chased through
the streets, and forced to leave the town in haste to escape
from his attackers. On February 17, 1922., there was a fascist
demonstration in Prato (Tuscany) ; the state forces blocked
the road and prevented the column from passing. c Next
day/ Chiurco tells us, 'thefascio ordered all factories and
concerns to remain closed until the anti-fascist police com-
missioner was dismissed/ A deputation approached the
prefect, who granted everything that was asked : dismissal
of the commissioner, permission to organize a big meeting,
punishment of the ' guilty' Royal Guards. c When the
lock-out had attained its object, the fascio ordered its
termination.' In April, Balbo organized the occupation of
Ferrara to obtain the concession of public works. A crowd
of 45,000 unemployed from the province camped in the
town for two days. Balbo would not demobilize until the
prefect had promised, not only public works, but also the
liberation of his friend Baroncini, a squad leader of Bologna,
arrested a few weeks previously after countless acts of
violence. The prefect gave in.
Towards the end of May, the prefect of Bologna, Signor
Mori, issued a decree forbidding the movement of labour
from place to place in a certain number of provincial com-
munes, so as to put an end to the innumerable clashes between
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